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Introduction 


The following short book discusses some aspects of Bad Character. 
This discussion is based on Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verses 10-16 of the 
Holy Quran: 


“And do not obey every worthless habitual swearer. Scorner, going 
about with malicious gossip. A preventer of good, transgressing and 
sinful. Cruel, moreover, and an illegitimate pretender. Because he 
[thinks he Is special because he] is a possessor of wealth and children. 
When Our verses are recited to him, he says, "Legends of the former 
peoples." We will brand him upon the snout.” 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Bad Character 


Chapter 68 - Al Qalam, Verses 10-16 
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“And do not obey every worthless habitual swearer. 
Scorner, going about with malicious gossip. 
A preventer of good, transgressing and sinful. 
Cruel, moreover, and an illegitimate pretender. 


Because he [thinks he is special because he] is a possessor of wealth and 
children. 


When Our verses are recited to him, he says, "Legends of the former 
peoples." 


We will brand him upon the snout.” 


“And do not obey every...” 


Islam teaches muslims that they should never compromise on their faith in 
order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 
135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions and 
attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious jewel 
which guides a muslim through all difficulties in this world and in the 
hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the thing 
which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a muslim woman may believe that if she removed 
her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more respected at work 
and may even climb the corporate ladder more quickly. Similarly, in the 
corporate world it is considered important to mingle with colleagues after 


work hours. So a muslim might find themself being invited to a pub or club 
after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout their 
lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and religious 
empire. 


All other forms of Success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their sadness, 
anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one should 
be preferred and chosen. 


“And do not obey every...” 


This verse warns against bad companionship. 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 5534, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 
between a good and bad companion. The good companion is like a person 
who sells perfume. Their companion will either obtain some perfume or at 
least be affected by the pleasant smell. Whereas, a bad companion is like a 
blacksmith, if their companion does not burn their clothes they will certainly 
be affected by the smoke. 


Muslims must understand that the people they accompany will have an 
effect on them whether this affect is positive or negative, obvious or subtle. 
It is not possible to accompany someone and not be affected by it. A Hadith 
found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4833, confirms that a person is on 
their companion’s religion. Meaning, a person adopts the characteristics of 
their companion. It is therefore important for muslims to always accompany 
the righteous as they will undoubtedly affect them in a positive way 
meaning, they will inspire them to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His 
commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience. Whereas, bad companions will either inspire one to disobey 
Allah, the Exalted, or they will encourage a muslim to concentrate on the 
material world over preparing for the hereafter. This attitude will become a 
great regret for them on Judgment Day even if the things they strive for are 
lawful but beyond their needs. 


Finally, as a person will end up with those they love in the hereafter 
according to the Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, a muslim 
must practically show they love for the righteous by accompanying them in 
this world. But if they accompany bad or heedless people then it proves 
and indicates they love for them and their ultimate destination in the 
hereafter. Chapter 43 Az Zukhruf, verse 67: 


“Close friends, that Day, will be enemies to each other, except for the 
righteous.” 


“And do not obey every...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 159, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, gave a short but far 
reaching piece of advice. He advised people to sincerely declare their belief 
in Allah, the Exalted, and then remain steadfast on it. 


Remaining steadfast on one’s faith means that they must strive in the 
sincere obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in all aspects of their life. It 
consists of fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, which relate to 
Him, such as the obligatory fasts and those which relate to people, such as 
treating others kindly. It includes refraining from all the prohibitions of Islam 
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted, and those involving 
others. A muslim must also face destiny with patience truly believing Allah, 
the Exalted, chooses what is best for His servants. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“...But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


Steadfastness can include refraining from both types of polytheism. The 
major type is when one worships something other than Allah, the Exalted. 
The minor type is when one shows off their good deeds to others. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 3989. 


Therefore, an aspect of steadfastness is to always act for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted. 


It includes obeying Allah, the Exalted, at all times instead of obeying and 
pleasing oneself or others. If a Muslim disobeys Allah, the Exalted, by 
pleasing themself or others they should know neither their desires nor 
people will protect them from Allah, the Exalted. On the other hand, the one 
who is sincerely obedient to Allah, the Exalted, will be protected from all 
things by Him even if this protection is not apparent to them. 


Remaining steadfast on one’s faith includes following the path set out by 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, and not adopting a path which deviates from 
this. The one who strives to adopt this path will not need anything else as 
this is enough to keep them steadfast on their faith. 


As people are not perfect they will undoubtedly make mistakes and commit 
sins. So being steadfast in matters of faith does not mean one has to be 
perfect but it means they must strive to adhere strictly to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, as outlined earlier, and to sincerely repent if they commit 
asin. This has been indicated in chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 6: 


“...8O take a straight course to Him and seek His forgiveness...” 


This is further supported by a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
1987, which advises to fear Allah, the Exalted, and to erase a (minor) sin 
which has occurred by performing a righteous deed. In another Hadith 
found in Imam Malik's Muwatta, book 2, Hadith number 37, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims 
to try their best to remain steadfast on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
even though they will not be able to do it perfectly. Therefore, a muslim’s 
duty is to fulfil the potential they have been given through their intention 
and physical actions in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted. They 
have not been commanded to achieve perfection as this is not possible. 


It is important to note, that one cannot remain steadfast in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, through their physical actions without purifying their 
heart first. As indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 
3984, the limbs of the body will only act in a pure way if the spiritual heart is 
pure. Purity of heart is only achieved by gaining and acting on the 
teachings of the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. 


Steadfast obedience requires one to control their tongue as it expresses 
the heart. Without controlling the tongue steadfast obedience to Allah, the 
Exalted, is not possible. This has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2407. 


Finally, if any deficiency in the steadfast obedience of Allah, the Exalted, 
occurs one must make sincere repentance to Allah, the Exalted, and seek 
the forgiveness of people if it involves their rights. Chapter 46 Al Ahgaf, 
verse 13: 


“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah," and then remained on a 
right course - there will be no fear concerning them, nor will they grieve.” 


“And do not obey every...” 


There are many examples within the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, when the non-muslims tried to tempt 
him into compromising on the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


For example, prior to migrating to Medina, once the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon, was making a 
circumambulation of the House of Allah, the Exalted, the Kaaba. During his 
act of worship he was obstructed by some of the non-Muslim leaders of 
Mecca who claimed that it was best for everyone if they cooperated with 
each other by compromising on their beliefs. They would worship Allah, the 
Exalted, if the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
accepted to worship their idols. This way everyone would get along with no 
hostilities. After this Allah, the Exalted, revealed chapter 109 Al Kafirun, 
verses 1-2: 


Id 


“Say, "O disbelievers. | do not worship what you worship. 


This incident is recorded in Imam Ibn Kathir’s, the Life of the Prophet, 
Volume 2, Pages 35-36. 


Muslims are not expected to make huge sacrifices like those made by the 
Holy Prophets, peace be upon them, and the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, but they should not compromise on their faith for the 
sake of people or to gain worldly things. It is important to understand that 
no matter what worldly success a person gains through compromising on 
their faith eventually this success will become a curse and great burden for 
them in both worlds. It is quite evident when one observes the media that 
those who compromised on their moral values and faith ended up sad and 
depressed irrespective of how much worldly success they obtained. So a 
Muslim should instead remain steadfast on the teachings of Islam and 
firmly believe, sooner or later, they will be blessed with worldly success 
beyond their expectations let alone the blessings which await them in the 
next world. Chapter 41 Fussilat, verse 30: 


“Indeed, those who have said, "Our Lord is Allah" and then remained on a 
right course - the angels will descend upon them, [saying], "Do not fear and 
do not grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise, which you were 
promised.” 


“And do not obey every worthless...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6543, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 
Exalted, does not judge people based on their outward appearance or their 
wealth instead He observes and judges people's inward intention and their 
physical actions. 


The first thing to note is that a muslim should always correct their intention 
when performing any deed as Allah, the Exalted, will only reward them 
when they perform righteous deeds for His sake. Those who perform deeds 
for the sake of other people and things will be told to gain their reward from 
those who they acted for on Judgment Day, which will not be possible. This 
has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 


In addition, this Hadith indicates the importance of equality in Islam. A 
person is not superior to others by worldly things such as their ethnicity or 
wealth. Even though, many muslims have erected these barriers such as 
social castes and sects thereby believing some are better than others Islam 
has clearly rejected this concept and declared that in this respect all people 
are equal in the sight of Islam. The only thing which makes one muslim 
superior to another is their piety meaning, how much they fulfill the 
commands of Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and face 
destiny with patience. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 13: 


“_..Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous 
of you...” 


A muslim should therefore busy themself in obeying Allah, the Exalted, by 
fulfilling His rights and the rights of people and not believe that something 
they possess or belong to will somehow save them from punishment. The 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has made it 
clear in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6853, that the muslim who 
lacks in righteous deeds meaning, the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, will 
not be increased in rank because of their lineage. In reality, this applies to 
all worldly things such as wealth, ethnicity, gender or social brotherhoods 
and castes. 


“And do not obey every worthless...” 


The one who fails to fulfil the purpose of their creation has led a worthless 
life. Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56: 


“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 


Before one can worship Allah, the Exalted, they must first recognise Him as 
it is not possible to obey someone without knowledge. In addition, people 
must first learn how to worship Allah, the Exalted, before they can fulfil this 
task. Therefore, worship is followed by knowledge. This is why in a Hadith 
found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, declared seeking useful knowledge a 
duty on all muslims. Without knowledge one will never be able to worship 
Allah, the Exalted, correctly. Few good deeds performed with knowledge 
are far superior to many good deeds performed incorrectly because of 
ignorance. 


As Allah, the Exalted, is the One who created mankind no one has the right 
to be served and worshipped except Him. If an employer easily dismisses 
their employee for abandoning the duty they have been hired for, how can 
it be correct to abandon serving and worshipping Allah, the Exalted, when 
He alone created and sustains the creation? All of mankind have been 
granted free will and the ability to obey and worship Allah, the Exalted. So 


each person must decide whether they desire to fulfil their purpose of 
creation thereby receiving eternal reward or reject it and face punishment in 
both worlds. The same way a device, such as a mobile phone, which does 
not fulfil its primary purpose is discarded people may well be discarded on 
the Day of Judgement into Hell for failing to fulfil their primary purpose of 
existence. 


It is important to note, that worship refers to the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted. This involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This 
obedience must encompass every part of one’s life and body, such as their 
tongue. It includes a person’s duty towards Allah, the Exalted, such as 
offering the prayer and treating the creation with kindness. 


Those who obey Allah, the Exalted, will be given the best rewards while 
those who disobey Him will receive the worst punishment in this world and 
the next. In a divine Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2466, the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, narrates from 
Allah, the Exalted, who declares that if one busies themself in worshipping 
Him, through sincere obedience, He will fill their heart with richness and 
remove their poverty. But if they turn away from His worship and obedience 
Allah, the Exalted, will fill their life with problems and not remove their 
poverty. 


It is important to note, that Allah, the Exalted, does not need the creation in 
anyway whatsoever. As clearly mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih 


Muslim, number 6572, people only benefit themselves with their good 
deeds as it raises their ranks. And they only harm themselves with their 
sins as they will be held accountable for them. The infinite status of Allah, 
the Exalted, does not change at all irrespective of if the entire creation 
worshipped Him or not. Allah, the Exalted, is the sole Creator and sole 
Provider. It is people who are completely and utterly in need of Him. 
Whoever understands this and sincerely obeys Allah, the Exalted, will fulfil 
the purpose of their creation and will therefore be given an eternal reward. 


“And do not obey every worthless habitual swearer.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2749, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that breaking 
promises is an aspect of hypocrisy. 


The greatest of promises a muslim has made is with Allah, the Exalted, 
which is to obey Him sincerely. This involves fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and facing destiny with patience. All other 
promises made with people must also be kept unless one has a valid 
excuse especially, the ones a parent makes with children. Breaking 
promises only teaches children bad character and encourages them to 
believe being deceitful is an acceptable characteristic to possess. In a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2227, Allah, the Exalted, declares 
that He will be against the one who makes a promise in His name and then 
breaks it without a valid excuse. How can the one who has Allah, the 
Exalted, against them on Judgment Day possibly succeed? 


“And do not obey every worthless habitual swearer.” 


The one who is obscene and bad mouthed is hated by Allah, the Exalted. 
This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2002. The 
one who angers Allah, the Exalted, is far away from His mercy and thus 
more susceptible to punishment in both worlds. 


Foul language is speech which contradicts modesty and good manners. It 
includes swearing and using shameless language. Wherever possible one 
should reference something indirectly rather than using shameless 
language. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
made it clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1977, that a 
true believer does not utter foul words. So the one who makes this their 
habit should review their faith and sincerely repent from this evil trait. In 
fact, using foul language has been indicated as a branch of hypocrisy by 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a 
Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2027. 


Replying to a shameless person is foolish and only leads to sins. For 
example, a person commits a major sin when they abuse their own 
parents. According to a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 5973, this 


occurs when a person abuses another person's parents and the latter in 
response abuses their parents. 


A muslim should strive to purify their tongue by only uttering sensible words 
otherwise they may speak a foul word which causes them to sink into Hell 
greater than the distance between the east and west of this world. This is 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7481. 


“And do not obey every worthless...scorner...” 


A muslim should always remember that there are two types of people. The 
first are rightly guided as their criticism of others is based on the criticism 
and advice found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This type will always be 
constructive and guide one to blessings and the pleasure of Allah, the 
Exalted, in both worlds. These people will also refrain from over or under 
praising others. Over praising others can cause them to become proud and 
arrogant. Under praising others can lead them to becoming lazy and put 
them off from doing good. This reaction is often observed in children. 
Praising according to the teachings of Islam will inspire others to strive 
harder in both worldly and religious matters and it will prevent them from 
becoming arrogant. Therefore, the praise and constructive criticism of this 
person should be accepted and acted upon even if it comes from a 
stranger. 


The second type of person criticises based on their own desires. This 
criticism is mostly unconstructive and only shows one's bad mood and 
attitude. These people often over and under praise others as they act 
based on their own desires. The negative effects of these two were 
mentioned earlier. Therefore, the criticism and praise of this person should 
be ignored in the majority of cases even if it comes from a loved one as it 
will only cause one to become unnecessarily sad in cases of criticism and 
arrogant in cases of praise. 


It is important to remember that a person who over praises others will often 
over criticise them too. The rule one should always follow is that they 
should only accept the criticism and praise based on the teachings of 
Islam. All other things should be ignored and not taken personally. 


“And do not obey every worthless...scorner...” 


Mocking others occurs when one ridicules and highlights the defects of 
another in order to cause others to laugh and look down at them. This can 
be done through actions or words. In most cases, this is a sin as it involves 
degrading and insulting others. It is not a sin if the feelings of the one being 
mocked do not change negatively and when sinful words are not used. This 
is extremely rare especially, in this day and age. Mocking has been 
prohibited by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 11: 


“O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; 
perhaps they may be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] 
women; perhaps they may be better than them. And do not insult one 
another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames...” 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2505, that whoever 
mocks another over a sin the latter has repented from will not die until they 
commit the same sin. It is important for muslims to avoid this characteristic 
as it in most cases creates enmity between people and this always leads to 
fractured or broken relationships. 


“And do not obey every worthless...scorner...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6593, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, explained the meaning of 
backbiting and slander. 


Backbiting is when one criticizes someone behind their back in a way which 
would be displeasing to them even though it is the truth. Whereas, slander 
is similar to backbiting except that the statement is not true. These sins 
mainly involve speech but can include other things, such as using hand 
signals. These are major sins and backbiting has been compared to eating 
the flesh of a dead corpse in the Holy Quran. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 
12: 


“,..And do not spy or backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat the 
flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it...” 


It is important to understand that these sins are worse than most of the sins 
which are between a person and Allah, the Exalted. This is because the 
sins between a person and Allah, the Exalted, will be forgiven by Him if the 
sinner sincerely repents. But Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive a backbiter 
or a slanderer until their victim forgives them first. If they do not then on 
Judgment day the good deeds of the backbiter/slanderer will be given to 
their victim as compensation and if needed the sins of the victim will be 


given to their backbiter/slanderer until justice is established. This may well 
cause the backbiter/slanderer to be hurled into Hell. This has been 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


The only times backbiting is lawful is if one is warning and protecting 
another person of harm or if a person is resolving a complaint against 
another with a third party, such as a legal case. 


One should avoid backbiting and slandering by firstly gaining knowledge on 
the evil consequences of these major sins. Secondly, a person should only 
utter words which they would happily say in front of the person full well 
knowing they would not take it in an offensive way. Thirdly, a muslim 
should only utter words about another if they would not mind someone else 
saying those or similar words about them. Meaning, they should talk about 
others how they want people to talk about them. Finally, a muslim should 
concentrate on fixing their own faults and when done sincerely it will 
prevent them from backbiting and slandering others. 


“And do not obey every worthless...scorner...” 


A Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 5023, warns that a sign of 
hypocrisy is insulting others especially, when they disagree with them. 
When speaking to others a muslim should never use foul and sinful 
language. It is important to remember that it only takes a single sinful word 
to cause a person to plummet into Hell on Judgement Day. This has been 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314. A muslim 
should adhere to the tradition of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, by replying evil words with kind words or they 
should simply remain silent and ignore the person who utters foul 
language. 


“And do not obey every worthless...going about with malicious 
gossip.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 290, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one who 
spreads malicious gossip will not enter Paradise. 


This is the one who spreads gossip whether it is true or not and it leads to 
problems between people, fractured and broken relationships. This is an 
evil characteristic and those who behave in such a manner are in fact 
human devils as this mentality belongs to none other than the Devil as he 
always strives to cause separation between people. Allah, the Exalted has 
cursed this type of person in the Holy Quran. Chapter 104 Al Humazah, 
verse 1: 


“Woe to every scorner and mocker.” 


How can one expect Allah, the Exalted, to fix their problems and bestow 
them with blessings if this curse has surrounded them? The only time tale 
bearing is acceptable is when one is warning others of a danger. 


It is a duty on a muslim not to pay any attention to a tale bearer as they are 
wicked people who should not be trusted or believed. Chapter 49 Al 
Hujurat, verse 6: 


“O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with 
information, investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance...” 


A muslim should forbid the tale bearer from continuing with this evil 
characteristic and urge them to sincerely repent. As commanded in the 
Holy Quran a muslim should not harbour any ill will against the person that 
supposedly said something bad about them. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 
12: 


“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 
some assumption is sin...” 


This same verse teaches muslims not to try to prove or disprove the tale 
bearer by spying on others. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 12: 


“...And do not spy...” 


Instead the tale bearer should be ignored. A muslim should not mention the 
information given to them by the tale bearer to another person or mention 
the tale bearer as this would make them a tale bearer as well. 


Muslims should avoid tale bearing and the company of tale bearers as they 
can never be worthy of trust or companionship until they sincerely repent. 


“And do not obey every worthless...going about with malicious 
gossip.” 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4992, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, indicated that speaking 
about everything one hears to others is enough to make them sinful. 


It is important to note, one should firstly ensure they only listen to lawful 
speech as actively participating in a conversation which involves sinful 
speech will negatively affect them in both worlds. A muslim should try to 
avoid conversations involving vain and useless speech as this often leads 
to sinful speech and is a waste of one's precious time which will be a great 
regret for them on Judgment Day. 


Secondly, they should ensure that they do not relate everything they hear 
to others as this can easily lead to backbiting and slandering which are 
major sins. It also often leads to fractured and broken relationships 
especially, amongst relatives. A muslim should only relate things they hear 
if they can avoid sins and if the information is beneficial to others. In 
addition, the information they pass on must be verified and authentic as 
conveying things which are not verified contradicts the command of the 
Holy Quran. A muslim who intends to benefit people may well harm them 
by acting in this manner. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 6: 


“O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with 
information, investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance and 
become, over what you have done, regretful.” 


Just like a muslim would not like most of the things they discuss to be 
spread to others they should not treat what others say in this manner 
either. 


“And do not obey every worthless...going about with malicious 
gossip.” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2317, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a muslim 
cannot make their Islam excellent until they avoid the things which do not 
concern them. 


This Hadith contains an all-encompassing advice which should be applied 
to every aspect of one's life. It includes a person’s speech as well as their 
other physical actions. It means that a Muslim who desires to perfect their 
faith must avoid those things, through speech and actions, which do not 
concern them. And instead they must occupy themself with those things 
that do. One should take the things that concern them very seriously and 
strive to fulfil the responsibilities which accompany them according to the 
teachings of Islam solely for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. It is 
important to note, that one would not be perfecting their faith if they avoided 
things according to their own thinking or desires. But the one who perfects 
their faith avoids the things which Islam has advised to avoid. Meaning, one 
should strive to fulfil all their duties, avoid all sins and the things which are 
disliked in Islam and even avoid the excess use of unnecessary lawful 
things. Achieving this excellence is a characteristic of the excellence of 
faith mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is 
when one acts and worships Allah, the Exalted, as if they can observe Him 
or they at least become fully aware of Allah, the Exalted, observing their 
every thought and action. Being aware of this divine surveillance will 
encourage a muslim to always abstain from sins and hasten towards 
righteous deeds. The one who does not avoid the things which do not 
concern them will not reach this level of excellence. 


A major aspect of avoiding the things which do not concern a person is 
linked to speech. The majority of sins occur when a person utters words 
which do not concern them, such as backbiting and slander. The definition 
of vain talk is when a person utters words which may not be sinful but are 
useless and therefore not their concern. As confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 2408, vain speech is hated by Allah, the Exalted. 
Countless arguments, fights and even physical harm have occurred simply 
because someone spoke about something which did not concern them. 
Many families have become divided; many marriages have ended because 
someone did not mind their business. It is why Allah, the Exalted, has 
advised in the Holy Quran the different types of useful soeech which people 
should concern themselves with. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 114: 


“No good is there in much of their private conversation, except for those 
who enjoin charity or that which is right or conciliation between people. And 
whoever does that seeking means to the approval of Allah - then We are 
going to give him a great reward.” 


In fact, uttering words which are not a person’s concern will be the main 
reason people enter Hell. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami 
At Tirmidhi, number 2616. This is why the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 2412, that all speech will be counted against a person unless it is 
connected to advising good, forbidding evil or the remembrance of Allah, 
the Exalted. This means that all other forms of speech are not a person's 
concern as they will not benefit them. It is important to note, that advising 


good encompasses anything which is beneficial in one's worldly and 
religious life, such as they occupation. 


Therefore, Muslims should strive to avoid the things which do not concern 
them through words and actions so that they can perfect their faith. Put 
simply, the one who dedicates time to the things which do not concern 
them will fail in the things which do concern them. And the one who 
occupies themself with the things which do concern them will not find time 
to spend on the things which do not concern them. Meaning, they will 
achieve success through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in both worlds. 


“And do not obey every worthless...going about with malicious 
gossip.” 


A sign of hypocrisy is that a person spreads corruption in society. This 
negative characteristic affects all social levels beginning from a family unit 
and ending at the international level. This type of person dislikes seeing 
people uniting on good as this may cause the worldly status of others to 
increase beyond their own. This drives them to backbiting and slander in 
order to cause people to turn against each other. Their evil attitude 
destroys their own ties of kinship and when they observe other families who 
are happy it drives them to destroy their happiness also. They are fault 
finders who dedicate their time unveiling the mistakes of others in order to 
drag their social status down. They are the first people to begin gossiping 
about others and act deaf whenever good things are spoken about. Peace 
and quiet disturbs them so they seek to create problems in order to 
entertain themself. They fail to remember the Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 
Majah, number 2546. It advises that whoever covers the faults of others 
Allah, the Exalted, will cover their faults. But whoever seeks out and unveils 
the faults of others Allah, the Exalted, will expose their faults to the people. 
So in realty, this type of person is only unveiling their own faults to society 
even though they believe they are exposing the faults of others. 


“And do not obey every worthless...preventer of good...” 


A part of hypocrisy is that a person not only commits evil deeds themself 
and abstains from righteous deeds but they encourage others to do the 
same. They want others to be in the same boat as them so that they find 
some comfort in their evil character. They not only drown themself but take 
others down with them. Muslims must know that a person will be held 
accountable for every other person who commits a sin because of their 
invitation. This person will be treated as if they committed the sin even 
though they only invited others towards it. This has been confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 203. This is why some have said 
that blessed is the person whose evil dies with them because their sins will 
increase if others act on their evil advice even though they are no longer 
alive. 


“And do not obey every worthless...preventer of good...” 


Muslims often claim that as they are very busy in their worldly activities 
they find it difficult to do voluntary righteous deeds especially, those related 
to people, such as physically supporting someone. Even though muslims 
should strive to perform as much voluntary righteous deeds as possible as 
it will benefit them in both worlds whereas, their worldly activities will only 
benefit them in this world none the less, the least these muslims should do 
is adopt a neutral mentality towards others. This means that if a muslim 
cannot help others they should not hinder them in their lawful and good 
activities. If they cannot make others happy they should not make them 
sad. If they cannot make others laugh they should not make them cry. This 
can be applied to countless scenarios. This is important to understand as 
many muslims might do good to others, such as provide them emotional 
support, but at the same time they destroy their good deeds by being 
negative towards people. It is important to note, if a muslim is excessive in 
being negative towards others it may cause them to be hurled into Hell on 
Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 
number 6579. Having a neutral mentality is actually a good deed when 
done for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. This has been advised in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 250. 


To conclude, it is best to treat others in a positive way which is a sign of a 
true believer according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2515. 
But if they cannot do this the least they should do is treat others in a neutral 
way. As treating others in a negative way may well lead to one's 
destruction. 


“And do not obey every worthless...preventer of good...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2674, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the one 
who guides others to something good will receive the same reward as 
those who act on their advice. And those who guide others to sins will be 
held accountable as if they committed the sins. 


It is important for muslims to be careful when advising and guiding 
others. A muslim should only advise others in matters of good so that 
they gain reward from it and avoid advising others to disobey Allah, the 
Exalted. A person will not escape punishment on Judgment Day by 
simply claiming they are only inviting others towards sins even if they did 
not commit the sins themselves. Allah, the Exalted, will hold both the 
guide and the follower accountable for their actions. Muslims should 
therefore only advise others to do the things they would do themselves. 
If they dislike an action being recorded in their book of deeds they 
should not advise others to perform that action. 


Because of this Islamic principle muslims should ensure they gain the 
adequate knowledge before advising others as they can easily multiply 
their own sins if they incorrectly advise others. 


In addition, this principle is an extremely easy way for muslims to gain 
reward for actions they cannot perform themselves due to a lack of 
means, such as wealth. For example, a person who is not financially 


able to donate charity can encourage others to do so and this will result 
in them gaining the same reward as the one who gave charity. 


“And do not obey every worthless...preventer of good...” 


Since the passing of the righteous predecessors the strength of the 
muslim nation has weakened dramatically. It is logical that the greater 
the number of people in a group the stronger the group will become yet 
muslims have somehow defied this logic. The strength of the muslim 
nation has only decreased as the number of muslims have increased. 
One of the main reasons this has occurred is connected to chapter 5 Al 
Ma’idah, verse 2 of the Holy Quran: 


“...And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in sin 
and aggression...” 


Allah, the Exalted, clearly commands muslims to aid each other in any 
matter which is good and not support each other in any matter which is 
bad. This is what the righteous predecessors acted on but many 
muslims have failed to follow in their footsteps. Many muslims now 
observe who is doing an action instead of observing what they are 
doing. If the person is linked to them for example, a relative, they 
support them even if the thing is not good. Similarly, if the person has no 
relationship with them they turn away from supporting them even if the 
thing is good. This attitude completely contradicts the traditions of the 
righteous predecessors. They would support others in good irrespective 
of who was doing it. In fact, they went so far on acting on this verse of 
the Holy Quran that they would even support those they did not get on 
with as long as it was a good thing. 


The other thing connected to this is that many muslims fail to support 
each other in good as they believe the person they are supporting will 
gain more prominence than them. This condition has even affected 
scholars and Islamic educational institutes. They make lame excuses 
not to aid others in good as they do not have a relationship with them 
and they fear their own institution will be forgotten and those they help 
will gain further respect in society. But this is completely wrong as one 
only needs to turn the pages of history to observe the truth. As long as 
one's intention is to please Allah, the Exalted, supporting others in good 
will increase their respect within society. Allah, the Exalted, will cause 
the hearts of the people to turn to them even if their support is for 
another organisation, institution or person. For example, when the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, departed this 
world Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, could have 
easily challenged for the Caliphate and would have found plenty of 
support in his favour. But he knew the right thing to do was to nominate 
Abu Bakkar Siddique, may Allah be pleased with him, as the first Caliph 
of Islam. Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, did not 
worry about being forgotten by society if he supported another person. 
He instead obeyed the command in the verse mentioned earlier and 
supported what was right. This is confirmed in the Hadiths found in 
Sahih Bukhari numbers 3667 and 3668. The honour and respect of 
Umar Bin Khattab, may Allah be pleased with him, within society only 
increased by this action. This is obvious to those who are aware of 
Islamic history. 


Muslims must reflect on this deeply, change their mentality and strive to 
aid others in good irrespective of who is doing it and not hold back 
fearing their support will cause them to be forgotten within society. 
Those who obey Allah, the Exalted, will never be forgotten in both this 
world and the next. In fact, their respect and honour will only grow in 
both worlds. 


“And do not obey every worthless...preventer of good...” 


This can also mean someone who is greedy. 


An aspect of hypocrisy is greed. Their extreme greed places them far 
from Allah, the Exalted, far from the people and close to Hell. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961. They 
dislike when others donate charity as their greed becomes manifest to 
others. They also put people off from donating charity as they dislike 
society labelling others as generous. So they always try to put people off 
from donating charity with poor reasons such as labelling charities as 
con artists. These people should be ignored as Allah, the Exalted, 
judges people on their intention which is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 1. So even if their donated wealth does not reach 
the poor as long as a person donates through a trustworthy well known 
charity they will receive their reward according to their intention. Chapter 
9 At Tawbah, verse 67: 


“The hypocrite men and hypocrite women are of one another. They 
enjoin what is wrong and forbid what is right and close their hands...” 


“And do not obey every worthless...preventer of good...” 


This can also mean someone who is greedy. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2511, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned against greed. 
This can lead one to withholding the obligatory charity which only leads 
to destruction in both worlds. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 1403, warns that the person who does not donate their 
obligatory charity will encounter a large poisonous snake which will 
continuously bite them on the Day of Judgement. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, 
verse 180: 


“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of 
His bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for 
them. Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of 
Resurrection...” 


If one’s greed prevents them from donating voluntary charity it may not 
be unlawful but it is highly undesirable as this contradicts the 
characteristic of a true believer. Put simply, the stingy person is far from 
Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from people and close to Hell. 
This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
1961. 


“And do not obey every worthless...transgressing...” 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that the lawful 
and unlawful have been made clear by Islam. In between them are 
doubtful things which should be avoided in order to protect one's faith 
and honor. 


The vast majority of muslims are aware of the obligatory duties and the 
majority of unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So these create no 
doubt within muslims therefore they should act accordingly. Meaning, 
fulfil the obligatory duties and abstain from the unlawful according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in 
society should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question 
why someone did not perform a voluntary deed instead He will ask why 
they performed a voluntary deed. Therefore, leaving the voluntary action 
will have no consequences in the hereafter whereas performing a 
voluntary deed will namely, punishment, reward or forgiveness. It is 
important for muslims to act on this short but extremely important Hadith 
as it will solve and prevent many problems and debates. It is important 
to understand that when one indulges in doubtful or even vain things it 
will take them one step closer to the unlawful. For example, sinful 
speech is often preceded by vain and useless speech. Therefore, it is 
much safer for a muslim’s faith and honor to avoid doubtful and vain 
things. 


“And do not obey every worthless...transgressing and sinful...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2447, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that oppression 
will become a darkness on the Day of Judgment. 


This is vital to avoid as those who find themselves plunged in darkness 
are unlikely to find their way to Paradise. Only those who will be 
provided a guiding light will be able to do this successfully. 


Oppression can take many forms. The first type is when one fails to fulfill 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, and refrain from His prohibitions. 
Even though this has no effect on the infinite status of Allah, the Exalted, 
it will cause the person to become submerged into darkness in both 
worlds. According to a Hadith found in Sunan lon Majah, number 4244, 
whenever a person commits a sin a black spot is etched on their spiritual 
heart. The more they sin the more their heart will become encompassed 
by darkness. This will prevent them from accepting and following true 
guidance in this world which will ultimately lead to darkness in the next 
world. Chapter 83 Al Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


The next type of oppression is when one oppresses themself by not 
fulfilling the trust they have been granted by Allah, the Exalted, in the 
form of their body and other worldly blessings they possess. The 
greatest of which is one's faith. This must be protected and strengthened 
through gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge. 


The final type of oppression is when one mistreats others. Allah, the 
Exalted, will not forgive these sins until the oppressor’s victim forgives 
them first. AS people are not so merciful this is unlikely to happen. Then 
justice will be established on Judgment Day where the oppressor’s 
righteous deeds will be given to their victim and if necessary the victim's 
sins will be given to the oppressor. This may lead to the oppressor being 
hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 6579. One should therefore treat others how they wish 
to be treated by people. A muslim should avoid all forms of oppression if 
they desire a guiding light in this world and in the next. 


“And do not obey every worthless...transgressing and sinful...” 


Sins have been classified as minor and major. Over time many 
definitions have been given regarding what exactly a major sin is. One 
simple classification is that any sin which Islam has commanded the 
Islamic government to punish is classed as a major sin. Another 
classification is that if any sin is mentioned with Hellfire, the anger of 
Allah, the Exalted, or the curse of Allah, the Exalted, then it is a major 
sin. For example, backbiting is a major sin as it is cursed in the Holy 
Quran. Chapter 104 Al Humazah, verse 1: 


‘Woe to every backbiter, slanderer.” 


Some muslims believe there are only seven major sins which have been 
mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2766. But they 
fail to realize that even though these seven are major sins it does not 
mean that they are only seven. In fact, there are other Hadiths which 
mention other major sins such as, disobeying parents. This Hadith is 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6273. The seven major sins declared in 
the Hadith quoted earlier are: polytheism, magic, killing an innocent, 
dealing with financial interest, usurping the wealth of orphans, fleeing a 
battlefield and accusing an innocent woman of fornication. 


It is important to note, that when one persists on minor sins they become 
major in the sight of Islam. 


Major sins are only forgiven with sincere repentance whereas minor sins 
can be erased by avoiding the major sins and performing righteous 
deeds. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 31: 


“If you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden, We will remove 
from you your lesser sins...” 


Sincere repentance includes regret, seeking the forgiveness of Allah, the 
Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm promise not 
to commit the same or similar sin again and making up for any rights 
which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and people. 


Muslims should ensure they avoid all types of sins irrespective of size as 
one of the traps of the Devil is that he inspires muslims to disregard 
small sins. One should always remember that mountains are made up of 
small stones. 


“And do not obey every worthless...Cruel...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7376, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that Allah, the 
Exalted, will not show mercy to the one who does not show mercy to 
others. 


Islam is a very simple religion. One of its fundamental teachings is so 
simple that even uneducated people can understand and act on them 
namely, how people treat others is how they will be treated by Allah, the 
Exalted. For example, those who learn to overlook and forgive the 
mistakes of others will be forgiven by Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 24 An 
Nur, verse 22: 


“..and let them pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah 
should forgive you?...” 


Those who support others in beneficial worldly and religious matters 
such as emotional or financial aid will be supported by Allah, the 
Exalted, in both worlds. This has been advised in a Hadith found in 
Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4893. This same Hadith advises that the 
one who conceals the faults of others will have their faults concealed by 
Allah, the Exalted. 


Simply put, if one treats others with kindness and respect according to 
the teachings of Islam they will be treated similarly by Allah, the Exalted. 
And those who mistreat others will be treated similarly by Allah, the 
Exalted, even if they fulfill the obligatory duties which are connected to 
Him such as the obligatory prayers. This is because a muslim must fulfill 
both duties in order to achieve success namely, the duties towards 
Allah, the Exalted, and people. 


Finally, it is important to note a muslim will only be treated kindly by 
Allah, the Exalted, if they treat others kindly for His sake. If they do it for 
any other reason than they will undoubtedly forfeit the reward mentioned 
in these teachings. The foundation of all acts and Islam itself is one's 
intention. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 1. 


“And do not obey every worthless...Cruel...” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the 
bankrupt muslim is the one who accumulates many righteous deeds, 
such as fasting and prayer, but as they mistreated people their good 
deeds will be given to their victims and if necessary their victim’s sins will 
be given to them on Judgement Day. This will lead to them being hurled 
into Hell. 


It is important to understand that a muslim must fulfil two aspects of faith 
in order to achieve success. The first are the duties in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, such as the obligatory prayer. The second aspect is in 
respect to people which includes treating them kindly. In fact, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in 
a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot 
be a true believer until they keep they physical and verbal harm away 
from the life and possessions of others. 


It is important to understand that Allah, the Exalted, is infinitely forgiving 
meaning, He will forgive those who sincerely repent to Him. But He will 
not forgive the sins which involve other people until the victim forgives 
first. As people are not so forgiving a muslim should be fearful that those 
who they have wronged will exact revenge on them by taking away their 
precious good deeds on Judgment Day. Even if a muslim fulfils the 
rights of Allah, the Exalted, they may still end up in Hell simply because 
they have wronged others. It is therefore important for muslims to strive 
to fulfil both aspects of their duties in order to obtain success in both 
worlds. 


“And do not obey every worthless...Cruel...” 


It is important for muslims to understand that when they treat others 
kindly it in reality, benefits themself and not others. This is because 
treating others kindly has been commanded by Allah, the Exalted, and 
fulfilling this important duty gains one reward. 


In addition, when one is kind to others they will supplicate for them while 
they are alive which will benefit them. For example, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6929, that a supplication done for a 
person in secret is always answered. 


In addition, the people will supplicate for them after they pass away 
which is definitely answered as it has been recorded in the Holy Quran. 
Chapter 59 Al Hashr, verse 10: 


“... Saying, "Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in 
faith...” 


Finally, a person who treated others kindly will gain their intercession on 
the Day of Judgment, which is a day people will be desperate for the 
intercession of others. This has been confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 7439. 


But those who mistreat others even if they fulfil their duties towards 
Allah, the Exalted, will miss out on the benefits mentioned earlier. And 
on Judgment Day they will find that Allah, the Exalted, will not forgive 
them until their victim forgives them first. If they choose not to then the 
oppressor’s good deeds will be given to their victim and if needed the 
victim’s sins will be given to their oppressor. This may cause the 
oppressor to be hurled into Hell. This has been warned in a Hadith found 
in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


Therefore, a muslim should be kind to themself by being kind to others 
as in reality they are only benefiting themself in this world and the next. 
Chapter 29 Al Ankabut, verse 6: 


“And whoever strives only strives for [the benefit of] himself...” 


“And do not obey every worthless...and an illegitimate pretender.” 


Lying is unacceptable whether it is a small lie which is often called a 
white lie or when one lies as a joke. All of these types of lies are 
forbidden. In fact, the one who lies to make people laugh, so their aim is 
not to deceive someone, has been cursed three times in one Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2315. 


Another popular lie people often speak believing it is not a sin is when 
they lie to children. This is undoubtedly a sin according to Hadiths such 
as the one found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4991. It is plain 
foolishness to lie to children as they will only adopt this sinful habit from 
the elder who lies to them. Behaving in this manner shows children lying 
is acceptable when it is not acceptable according to the teachings of 
Islam. Only in very rare and extreme cases is lying acceptable for 
example, lying in order to protect the life of an innocent person. 


It is vital to avoid lying as according to one Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 1971, it leads to other sins such as backbiting and 
mocking people. This behaviour leads one to the gates of Hell. When a 
person continues to lie they are recorded by Allah, the Exalted, as a 
great liar. It does not take a scholar to predict what will happen to a 
person on Judgment day who has been recorded by Allah, the Exalted, 
as a great liar. 


All muslims desire the company of the Angels yet when a person lies 
they are deprived of their company. In fact, the stench that is omitted 


from the mouth of a liar causes the Angels to move a mile away from 
them. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
1972. 


Telling lies which spread to others in society is a such a serious sin that 
according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 7047, if a person 
does this and fails to repent they will be punished after their death to 
such an extent that an iron hook will be placed in their mouth and their 
facial skin will be torn off. Their face will regenerate instantly and the 
process will then be repeated. This will continuously occur until the Day 
of Judgment. 


To conclude, all muslims should avoid all forms of lying irrespective of 
who they are conversing with. 


“And do not obey every worthless...and an illegitimate pretender.” 


This indicates that this person falsely claimed to belong to a particular 
lineage in order to boost their own reputation. 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5116, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly warned that 
nobility does not lie in one's lineage as all people are the descendants of 
the Holy Prophet Adam, peace be upon him, and he was made of dust. 
Therefore, people should give up boasting about their relatives and 
lineage. 


It is important to understand that even though some ignorant muslims 
have adopted the attitude of other nations by creating castes and sects 
thereby believing some people are superior to others based on these 
groups Islam declared a simple criterion for superiority namely, piety. 
Meaning, the more a muslim fulfills the commands of Allah, the Exalted, 
refrains from His prohibitions and faces destiny with patience the greater 
they are in rank in the sight of Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, 
verse 13: 


“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 
righteous of you...” 


This verse destroys all other standards which have been created by 
ignorant people such as one’s race, ethnicity, wealth, gender or social 
status. 


In addition, if a muslim is proud of a pious person in their lineage they 
should correctly demonstrate this belief by praising Allah, the Exalted, 
and following in their footsteps. Boasting about others without following 
in their footsteps will not help someone in either this world or the next. 
This has been made clear in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2945. 


Finally, the one who is proud of others but fails to follow in their footsteps 
is indirectly dishonoring them as the outside world will observe their bad 
character and assume their righteous ancestor behaved in the same 
manner. These people should therefore strive harder in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, because of this reason. These are like those people 
who adopt the outward traditions and advice of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, such as growing a beard 
or wearing a scarf yet, fail to adopt his inner character. The outside 
world will only think negatively about the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, when they observe the bad character 
of these muslims. 


“And do not obey every worthless...and an illegitimate pretender.” 


This can also be interpreted to mean someone who is utterly useless. 
This can occur when one fails to sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, 
thereby failing to obtain peace and success in both worlds. 


Therefore, it is important for muslims to strive in the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions 
and by facing destiny with patience as Allah, the Exalted, has 
guaranteed a good life in both worlds for the one who behaves in this 
manner. Chapter 16 An Nahl, verse 97: 


“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a 
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely 
give them their reward [in the Hereafter] according to the best of what 
they used to do.” 


This good life will protect a muslim from severe grief, depression and 
other extreme moods and mental disorders which can destroy a person's 
life. Even though, muslims will face difficulties which will sadden them 
but if they obey Allah, the Exalted, this sadness will never become 
extreme and effect their entire life on a long term basis. This is because 
a muslim who strives in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, has an 
excellent reason to continue moving forward through their difficulty 
without giving up and turning to depression and even suicide. For 
example, they look forward to the countless reward which will be granted 
to the patient. Chapter 39 Az Zumar, verse 10: 


“...Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without account [i.e., 
limit].” 


Whereas, the muslim who does not strive in the obedience of Allah, the 
Exalted, and only claims the title of being a muslim with their tongue will 
not be granted this attitude and a good life. And whenever they face 
difficulties it will drive them to extreme moods and mental disorders 
which will destroy their entire life. 


“And do not obey every worthless...Because he is a possessor of 
wealth and children [he thinks highly of himself].” 


Greatness and true success is not connected to worldly things, such as 
wealth or fame. A person may obtain some worldly success through 
these things but it is quite obvious if one turns the pages of history that 
this type of success is very temporary and it eventually becomes a 
burden and regret for a person. A muslim should never believe that 
superiority lies in these things thereby dedicating themself to obtaining 
them while neglecting their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. 
Nor should they look down at others who do not possess these worldly 
things believing they have no value or significance as this attitude 
contradicts the teachings of Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the people of Paradise are those who 
are considered insignificant by society and concluded that if they took an 
oath on something Allah, the Exalted, would fulfil it for them. 


True honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies 
in piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of 
Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with 
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they 
appear insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13: 


“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 
righteous of you...” 


A muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste 
their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they 
may well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 
103-104: 


“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their] 
deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they 
think that they are doing well in work."” 


“And do not obey every worthless...Because he is a possessor of 
wealth and children [he thinks highly of himself].” 


When a muslim observes the teachings of Islam they will find that certain 
worldly blessings have been described in a positive way but in other 
places it has been described in a negative way. This is because in reality 
most things are not innately good or bad. What makes them good or bad 
is whether they take one towards the obedience and pleasure of Allah, 
the Exalted, or not. For example, the Holy Quran has described a 
spouse as a way of finding tranquillity, mercy and affection. Chapter 30 
Ar Rum, verse 21: 


“And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that 
you may find tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection 
and mercy...” 


But the same Holy Quran has also warned that a spouse and children 
can be enemies to a muslim as well. Chapter 64 At Taghabun, verse 14: 


“O you who have believed, indeed, among your spouses and your 
children are enemies to you, so beware of them...” 


This indicates that they become a source of tranquillity when they 
encourage one towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which 


involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 
facing destiny with patience. But one’s family can become an enemy to 
them if they divert them away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


So muslims should regularly assess and judge the worldly blessings 
they possess in order to determine whether they encourage them 
towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, or divert them from it. And if 
necessary take steps in order to benefit themselves in both worlds. 
Whoever does this self-assessment regularly during their lives will find 
that their final judgment on the Day of Resurrection will be easy as they 
remained obedient to Allah, the Exalted. But if they fail to do this self- 
assessment they will get lost in the material world and fail to prepare for 
the hereafter adequately which will lead to a difficult accountability and a 
potential severe punishment. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 24: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce 
wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are 
more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 
cause, then wait until Allah executes His command.” 


“And do not obey every worthless...Because he is a possessor of 
wealth and children [he thinks highly of himself].” 


The blessings one has been granted will only benefit them when they use 
them in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. 


In reality, in most cases nothing in this material world in itself is good or 
bad, such as wealth. What makes a thing good or bad is the way it is used. 
It is important to understand that the very purpose of everything which was 
created by Allah, the Exalted, was for it to be used correctly according to 
the teachings of Islam. When something is not used correctly it in reality 
becomes useless. For example, wealth is useful in both worlds when it is 
used correctly such as being spent on the necessities of a person and their 
dependents. But it can become useless and even a curse for its bearer if it 
is not used correctly, such as being hoarded or spent on sinful things. 
Simply hoarding wealth causes wealth to lose value. How can paper and 
metal coins one tucks away be useful? In this respect, there is no 
difference between a blank piece of paper and a note of money. It is only 
useful when it is used correctly. 


So if a Muslim desires all their worldly possessions to become a blessing 
for them in both worlds all they have to do is use them correctly according 
to the teachings found in the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But if they use 
them incorrectly then the same blessing will become a burden and curse 
for them in both worlds. It is as simple as _ that. 


“And do not obey every worthless...Because he is a possessor of 
wealth and children [he thinks highly of himself].” 


The blessings one has been granted will only benefit them when they 
use them in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. One can adopt the 
correct attitude when they understand the purpose of these blessings. 


Every worldly blessing a Muslim possesses is only a means which 
should aid them in reaching the hereafter safely. It is not an end in itself. 
For example, wealth is a means one should use in order to obey Allah, 
the Exalted, by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the Exalted, fulfilling 
their necessities and the necessities of their dependents. It is not an end 
or an ultimate goal in itself. 


This not only aids a Muslim in maintaining their focus on the hereafter 
but it also aids them whenever they lose worldly blessings. When a 
Muslim treats each worldly blessing, such as a child, as a means to 
please Allah, the Exalted, and reach the hereafter safely then losing it 
will not have such a detrimental impact on them. They may become sad, 
which is an acceptable emotion, but they will not become grieved which 
leads to impatience and other mental problems, such as depression. 
This is because they firmly believe the worldly blessing they possessed 
was only a means so losing it does not cause a loss in the ultimate goal 
namely, Paradise, the loss of which is disastrous. Therefore, still 
possessing and concentrating on the ultimate goal will prevent them 
from becoming grieved. 


In addition, they will understand that just like the thing they lost was only 
a means they firmly believe they will be provided with another means to 
reach and fulfil their ultimate goal by Allah, the Exalted. This will also 
prevent them from grieving. Whereas, the one who believes their worldly 
blessing is the end instead of a means will experience severe grief when 
losing it as their whole purpose and objective has been lost. This grief 
will lead to depression and other mental issues. 


To conclude, Muslims should treat each blessing they possess as a 
means to reach the hereafter safely not as an end in itself. This is how 
one can possess things without being possessed by them. This is how 
they can keep worldly things in their hands and not in their hearts. 


“And do not obey every worthless...Because he is a possessor of 
wealth and children [he thinks highly of himself]...We will brand 
him upon the snout.” 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 265, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that a person 
who possesses even an atom’s worth of pride in their heart will not enter 
Paradise. He clarified that pride is when a person rejects the truth and 
looks down on others. 


No amount of good deeds will benefit someone who possesses pride. 
This is quite obvious when one observes the Devil and how his 
countless years of worship did not benefit him when he became proud. 
In fact, the following verse clearly connects pride with disbelief so a 
muslim must avoid this evil characteristic at all costs. Chapter 2 Al 
Baqarah, verse 34: 


“And [mention] when We said to the angels, "Prostrate before Adam"; so 
they prostrated, except for lblees. He refused and was arrogant and 
became of the disbelievers.” 


The proud is the one who rejects the truth when it is presented to them 
simply because it did not come from them and as it challenges their 
desires and mentality. The proud person also believes they are superior 
to others even though they are unaware of their own ultimate end and 
the ultimate end of others. This is plain ignorance. In reality, it is foolish 
to be proud of anything seeing as Allah, the Exalted, created and 


granted everything a person owns. Even the righteous deeds one 
performs are only due to the inspiration, knowledge and strength granted 
by Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, being proud of something which does 
not innately belong to them is plain foolishness. This is just like a person 
who becomes proud over a mansion they do not even own or live in. 


This is the reason why pride belongs to Allah, the Exalted, as He alone 
is the Creator and innate Owner of all things. The one who challenges 
Allah, the Exalted, in pride will be thrown into Hell. This has been 
confirmed in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4090. 


A muslim should instead follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and adopt humility. The 
humble truly recognise that all the good they possess and all the evil 
they are protected from comes from no one except Allah, the Exalted. 
Therefore, humility is more fitting for a person than pride. A person 
should not be fooled into believing humility leads to disgrace as no one 
has been more honoured than the humble servants of Allah, the Exalted. 
In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has guaranteed an increase in status for the one who adopts humility for 
the sake of Allah, the Exalted, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 2029. 


“And do not obey every worthless...When Our verses are recited to 
him, he says, "Legends of the former peoples."” 


Muslims must not behave in this manner practically, even if they believe 
in the Holy Quran, by failing to fulfil its rights. 


In a Hadith found in Imam Munzari's, Awareness and Apprehension, 
number 30, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, advised that the Holy Quran will intercede on Judgment Day. Those 
who follow it during their lives on Earth will be led to Paradise on 
Judgment Day. But those who neglect it during their lives on Earth will 
find that it pushes them into Hell on Judgment Day. 


The Holy Quran is a book of guidance. It is not merely a book of 
recitation. Muslims must therefore strive to fulfill all aspects of the Holy 
Quran to ensure that it guides them to success in both worlds. The first 
aspect is reciting it correctly and regularly. The second aspect is to 
understand it. And the final aspect is to act on its teachings according to 
the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. Those who behave in such a manner are the ones who are 
given glad tidings of right guidance through every difficulty in this world 
and its intercession on the Day of Judgment. But as warned by this 
Hadith the Holy Quran is only guidance and a mercy for those who 
correctly act on its aspects according to the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. But those who 
misinterpret it and instead act according to their desires in order to gain 
worldly things, such as fame, will be deprived of this right guidance and 
its intercession on Judgment Day. In fact, their complete loss in both 


worlds will only increase until they sincerely repent. Chapter 17 Al Isra, 
verse 82: 


“And We send down of the Quran that which is healing and mercy for the 
believers, but it does not increase the wrongdoers except in loss.” 


Finally, it is important to understand that even though the Holy Quran is 
a cure for worldly problems a muslim should not only use it for this 
purpose. Meaning, they should not only recite it in order to fix their 
worldly problems thereby, treating the Holy Quran like a tool which is 
removed during a difficulty and then placed back in a toolbox. The main 
function of the Holy Quran is to guide one to the hereafter safely. 
Neglecting this main function and only using it to fix one's worldly 
problems is not correct as it contradicts the behaviour of a true muslim. It 
is like the one who purchases a car with many different accessories yet, 
it possesses no engine. There is no doubt that this person is simply 
foolish. 


“And do not obey every worthless...When Our verses are recited to 
him, he says, "Legends of the former peoples."” 


The Holy Quran teaches mankind that certain people are so drowned in 
the material world no advice will penetrate their veiled hearts. The Holy 
Quran describes how this group of people possesses hearts harder than 
rocks. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 74: 


“Then your hearts became hardened after that, being like stones or even 
harder...” 


At this point those who desire to spread the word of Islam should 
separate from this type of person and instead concentrate on others. But 
it is important to note, even in this case a muslim should always 
demonstrate good character towards the sinful as they can repent at 
anytime. Chapter 25 Al Furqan, verse 63: 


“...and when the ignorant address them [harshly], they say [words of] 
peace.” 


Similarly, in another verse of the Holy Quran Allah, the Exalted, advises 
that when a limit is reached it is best to separate and leave the stubborn 
and misguided people to their false beliefs. A day will undoubtedly come 


when Allah, the Exalted, will inform mankind who was rightly guided and 
who was lost in darkness. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verse 55: 


“And when they hear ill soeech, they turn away from it and say, "For us 
are our deeds, and for you are your deeds. Peace will be upon you; we 
seek not the ignorant."” 


Muslims should never get depressed and confused when their good 
advice does not affect others. In some cases, these people are drowned 
in sins to such an extent their heart becomes veiled. This veil prevents 
the good advice affecting them in a positive way. A Hadith found in 
Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4244, explains how a sin causes a black spot 
to be etched onto the spiritual heart. The more one sins the more their 
spiritual heart becomes engrossed by this darkness. Chapter 83 Al 
Mutaffifin, verse 14: 


“No! Rather, the stain has covered their hearts of that which they were 
earning.” 


This is similar to another verse where Allah, the Exalted, declares that 
their ears, eyes and hearts have been veiled from the truth and they 
therefore cannot be guided to the truth. Chapter 2 Al Bagarah, verse 7: 


“Allah has set a seal upon their hearts and upon their hearing, and over 
their vision is a veil...” 


The fault does not lie with the message of Islam but in the hearts of the 
misguided. Just like the fault lies in the eyes of a blind person and not 
the bright Sun. Unfortunately, this stubborn attitude has become a 
widespread problem within society. Some of these people believe in 
Islam yet have closed their hearts and minds to the teachings of the Holy 
Quran and Hadiths of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. They refuse to accept any good advice which 
would benefit them in both worlds. 


Those who choose to spread the word of Islam should understand that 
there are two types of mind-sets people can adopt. The first is when 
someone makes their mind up beforehand about an issue and then 
searches and accepts only those things which support their 
predetermined belief. Whereas, the correct attitude is to live with an 
open mind by searching and accepting strong evidence regarding 
different issues. The first mentality will only cause problems from a 
personal level right up to a national level. Unfortunately, this is how 
some aspects of the media work. They predetermine the information 
they would like to publish, find bits of weak supporting evidence and 
then blow it out of proportion for the world to see. Those spreading the 
word of Islam should avoid the first type of people and instead 
concentrate on inviting the second group towards the truth. 


“And do not obey every worthless...We will brand him upon the 
snout.” 


Islam teaches muslims that they should never compromise on their faith 
in order to gain something from the material world. Chapter 4 An Nisa, 
verse 135: 


“O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice, 
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and 
relatives...” 


As the material world is temporary whatever one gains from it will 
eventually fade away and they will be held accountable for their actions 
and attitude in the hereafter. On the other hand, faith is the precious 
jewel which guides a muslim through all difficulties in this world and in 
the hereafter safely. Therefore, it is plain foolishness to compromise the 
thing which is more beneficial and lasting for the sake of a temporary 
thing. 


Many people especially women, will encounter moments in their lives 
where they will have to choose whether to compromise on their faith. For 
example, in some cases a muslim woman may believe that if she 
removed her scarf and dressed a certain way she would be more 
respected at work and may even climb the corporate ladder more 
quickly. Similarly, in the corporate world it is considered important to 
mingle with colleagues after work hours. So a muslim might find 
themself being invited to a pub or club after work. 


In times like this it is important to remember that ultimate victory and 
success will only be granted to those who remain steadfast on the 
teachings of Islam. Those who act in this way will be granted worldly and 
religious success. But more importantly their worldly success will not 
become a burden for them. In fact, it will become a means for Allah, the 
Exalted, to increase their rank and remembrance amongst mankind. 
Examples of this are the rightly guided Caliphs of Islam. They did not 
compromise on their faith and instead remained steadfast throughout 
their lives and in return Allah, the Exalted, granted them a worldly and 
religious empire. 


All other forms of success are very temporal and sooner or later they 
become a difficulty for its bearer. One only needs to observe the many 
celebrities who compromised on their ideals and belief in order to obtain 
fame and fortune only for these things to become a cause of their 
sadness, anxiety, depression, substance abuse and even suicide. 


Reflect on these two paths for a moment and then decide which one 
should be preferred and chosen. 


“And do not obey every worthless...We will brand him upon the 
snout.” 


It is important to learn that no matter how much physical or social 
strength a person has a day will certainly come when they face the 
consequences of their actions. In most cases, this occurs during their life 
where the actions of a person leads them to trouble, such as prison and 
eventually they will face the consequences of their actions in the 
hereafter as well. This applies to all people not just leaders. 


A muslim should therefore never mistreat others, such as their relatives. 
They should learn a lesson from the tyrannical leaders of history who 
were greater in strength than them yet, a day certainly came when their 
strength did not benefit them and they faced the consequences of their 
evil deeds. Social influence and strength are fickle things as they quickly 
pass from person to person thereby, never remaining with anyone for 
long. Therefore, a muslim who possesses such strength should use it in 
a way which is pleasing to Allah, the Exalted, by benefiting themself and 
others. But if they abuse their authority then they will eventually face a 
punishment which no one can protect them from. 


In addition, it is important not to abuse one’s authority as it may cause 
them to be hurled into Hell on Judgment Day. Every oppressor will have 
to give their righteous deeds to their victims and if necessary take the 
sins of their victims until justice is established. This will cause many 
oppressors to be thrown into Hell. This has been confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579. 


To conclude, a muslim should never forget to hold themself accountable 
for their deeds. Those who do will avoid disobeying Allah, the Exalted, 
and harming others. But those who do not judge themselves will 
continue disobeying Allah, the Exalted, and harming others heedlessly 
not knowing that in actual fact they are only harming themselves. But 
when they realize this fact it will be too late for them to escape 
punishment. 


“And do not obey every worthless...We will brand him upon the 
snout.” 


It is important for muslims to understand a simple yet profound lesson 
namely, they will never succeed in this world or the next in worldly or 
religious matters through the disobedience of Allah, the Exalted. Since 
the dawn of time to this age and till the end of time no person has ever 
achieved true success nor will they ever through the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious when one turns the pages of 
history. Therefore, when a muslim is in a situation which they desire to 
achieve a positive and successful outcome from they should never 
choose to disobey Allah, the Exalted, irrespective of how tempting or 
easy it may seem to be. Even if one is advised by their close friends and 
relatives to do so as there is no obedience to the creation if it means 
disobedience to the Creator. And in truth they will never be able to 
protect them from Allah, the Exalted, and His punishment in either this 
world or the next. The same way Allah, the Exalted, grants success to 
those who obey Him He removes a successful outcome from those who 
disobey Him even if this removal takes time to witness. A muslim should 
not be fooled as this will occur sooner or later. The Holy Quran has 
made it extremely clear that an evil plan or action only encompasses the 
doer even if this punishment is delayed. Chapter 35 Fatir, verse 43: 


“,..but the evil plot does not encompass except its own people...” 


Therefore, no matter how difficult the situation and choice muslims 
should always choose the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in both 
worldly and religious matters as this alone will lead to true success in 
both worlds even if this success is not obvious immediately. 
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